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Pilgrims Way

Congregational and Methodist Church

Welfare & Well-being Committee

Minister
Revd Elizabeth Osei

Tel: 020 8536 0823

Office
Tel: 020 8552 5030

Email & Website

pilgrimsway@gmail.com

ilgrimsway.or

Worship Today

Sun 7th July 10.30 am - Rev Elizabeth Osei e ey Osat
Tuesday 9th July 11.00 am - Coffee Plus - Fellowship & activities
Worship Next
Tuesday 9th July 7.00 pm - A free 3-course sit down meal - Myrtle Hall - Week 7th July
All welcome Rev Asif Karam

After worship
Check out our Tea &
Coffee serving
trolley - it's free

Need Prayer?
Send us your prayer
requests by email
to:

pilgrimswaychurch2@gmail.com



mailto:pilgrimsway@gmail.com
http://pilgrimsway.org

Congregational News

Congregationalism

Congregationalism was founded in England in the late 16th and 17th centuries. It emphasises the right
and responsibility of each properly organised congregation to determine its own affairs, without
having to submit these decisions to the judgment of any higher human authority, and as such it
eliminated bishops and synods. Each individual church is regarded as independent and autonomous.

A history of our church

In 1870 Methodists first met in East Ham
in a small building in Market Street. In
1880 a brick structure

was erected in the Barking Road next
door to the Town Hall. By 1903 the
congregation had outgrown this building
(East Ham's population was rapidly
expanding) so the church met in East
Ham Town Hall, while a new church was
being built. In 1906 the Wesleyan Central
Hall was opened, at a cost of £25,184.

The great hall accommodated 2,500
people. The rostrum had uninterrupted
vision from all ground floor and gallery
seats. There were school rooms, club
rooms, vestries, kitchens and
accommodation covering every church
activity.

Under the guidance of the first Mission
Superintendent, Revd J Wakerley, large
congregations assembled for morning
and evening services. It was an inspiring
moment as stewards closed all doors just
before the service began. An empty
rostrum, then in silence the minister
mounted the rear steps to the rostrum,
took his place at the lectern, a personal
prayer, then a great opening hymn - the
Hall vibrant, all ready for another inspiring
service. A congregation numbering
hundreds, was all ready to listen to
speakers of the like of a young Donald
Soper.

All departments of the church flourished.
The Sisterhood, with its outings and
community activities. The Brotherhood
which met on Sunday afternoons began
with a membership of 725 men. A 50-
voice choir and an orchestra served as an
aid to worship. The brotherhood was
open to all and over a thousand people
would attend the meetings, which
included an orchestral selection, a soloist,
and then the guest speaker. The Hall was
also a contributor to the cultural life of
East Ham. Saturday evening concerts by
the great London Orchestras, and
distinguished musicians, School speech
days were also held there.

During the Second World War worship
continued to be held, but the building was
also used to house people whose homes
were bombed. School and public feeding
facilities were set up.

After the war the congregation dwindled
and by 1968 they could no longer bear
the cost of maintaining the building. So
after a final service the building was
demolished and the congregation moved
to the Congregational Church in
Wakefield Street, the first joint service
being held in November 1968.

The Congregational Church

On 21st November 1886 Mr S Patmore
and a few friends, feeling the need for a
Nonconformist place of worship, started a
mission in a room over a stable in Holme
Road. By 1890 the work was taken over
by the Congregational Union with twelve
names on the church roll, and an iron
building was erected in Stamford Road
and the first service was held on 17th July
1890. On 8th April eight Deacons were
elected to run the church.

The congregation continued to grow and
in 1897 three plots of land comprising of a
row of cottages called 'Ballyrag Row' was
purchased in Wakefield Street. The
cottages were demolished and the stone
laying of the first Church took place on
12th May 1900. On 10th January 1901
the church was opened, the estimated
cost being £4,750. Until March 1911 the
Stamford Road premises continued to be
used by the Sunday School, when new
premises were opened at the rear of the
Wakefield Street Church.

In May 1923 electric light was installed
and new hymnbooks and piano were
bought by raising loans from members
and friends, repaid tri-annually.

In September 1940 the Church was
destroyed by German bombing. Services
were held in a St John's schoolroom and
later shared services at the Presbyterian
Church. In 1945 Sunday services were
held in Hartley Road School. In 1946 a

room was rented in Holme Road to hold
services.

In 1950 Myrtle hall was reopened, the first
stage of a three stage rebuilding plan. On
9th June 1956 the stone laying of the new
church took place. Copies of the current
edition of the newspaper ‘Stratford
Express’ and other documents were
placed under the stone. On Saturday 14th
September 1957 the new church was
dedicated and opened at an estimated
cost of £22,500.

In 1965 an approach was first made by
East Ham Central Hall to join with the
Congregational Church. This was refused
by the members, but was later agreed to
in February 1968.

In 1973 the Congregational and the
Methodist Churches became a joint
church and a uniting service was held on

7th January 1973.

The Methodist Central Hall




Other News and Information

Dont forget to fill in your consent form : Pastoral care

They will be at the rear of the church, . :
please take one and fill in your If you know of anyone who would

information like a pastoral visit, please let one of
the Elders or the Church office
know. See the church telephone
numbers on the front page

..and take that back
4o the Halloween Stote! (=

% Prayer requests

The Elders are available to
pray with you after the

service today and also . _
Please give notices to Paul Stokes.

durmg the week for any All submissions for the Newsletter to be
needs and concerns which = eciEeleie cn el e e

have been broug ht to them inclusion in the next issue
Email: newsletter@paulstokes.com


mailto:newsletter@paulstokes.com

Weekly Inspirational
Message

Prayer

Prayer for Anxiety

Heavenly Father,
— When I feel crushed by my own worries,
~_Lift my mind and help me to see the truth.

When fear grips me tight and I feel I cannot move,
Free my heart and help me to take things one step
at a time.

When I can't express the turmoil inside,
Calm me with Your quiet words of love.

I choose to trust in You, each day, each hour, each
moment of my life.
I know deep down that I can cast these cares on
You, that you have taken these anxious thoughts
and by dying on the cross, You have set me free.

I choose to trust in You, each day, each hour, each
moment of my life.
I know deep down that I live in Your grace,
forgiven, restored by Your sacrifice, You have set
me free.

Amen.

The call of Moses Psalm

Sun 7th Mark 6:1-13 123
Mon 8th Exodus 1:1-11 11:1-5
Tue 9th Exodus 2:1-10 13
Wed 10th Exodus 2:23-3:6 15
Thu 11th Exodus 3:7-15 16
Fri 12th Exodus 4:27-5:1 17:1-8
Sat 13th Exodus 5:1-6:1 18:1-19

Daily Bible Notes you can get on your smartphone — use the
link:

www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-bible/a-word-in-time

Pray for:

Unemployed people seeking work
All those suffering from cancer/dementia
All those who are housebound
or in Care Homes

Those receiving ongoing medical treatment or

awaiting/
receiving/recovering from surgery
All those finding life stressful
Peace in war-torn countries/around the world

Rota for Sunday 14th July

Welcome Door Charles

Readers Sue S, Priscilla

Refreshment trolley

For Our Prayers

Dorothy Greaves At home recovering

Beatrice & Family Strength and courage they need during this difficult time

Eric & Family Comfort after the death of Eric’s Sister Oma Rita Dean

Gladys & Agnes Bless their bodies with strength and healing



